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and Conditions of Service) Act, 1979. The views expressed by my learned
brother Bhagwad, J. in his judgment, to my mind, do not amount to any
adjudication on the question of applicability of the Inter-State Migrant
Workmen (Regulatlon of Employment and Conditions of Serv1ce) Act, J}97 2

A journalist ad
plaining that about o3
Labour System (Ablitic
who had been veleased:, from bondaggh n 2
outt, in "March, 198F"“and%.had been brought back to their
respectiv 111ag,"_ rm Madhya Prad@sh with” a promise of rzhabilitation by
the Ch:e Mmrste@} of” "the State had'mot l‘@een rehabilitated even after a lapse
dlense andids a result they were living almost

Wﬁ@h
ke of completeness, before notice was issued to
'"'"=respondent the counsel f6# the petitioner filed a regular writ petition
iih substitution of the letter. Giving suitable directions and orders and directing
the wrif: petition to be placed om board on August 6, 1984 for consideration
of the a‘ﬁidavxts which may be filed by the State Government pursuant to the

i ¢ meaning of (the Bonded
ifkithe stone quarries in Fandabad
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It is the plainest requirement of Articles 21 and 23 that bonded labourers ,
must be identified and released and on release, they must be suitably reha- *
bilitated. The Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976 has been enat‘teﬂ _
pursuant to the Directive Principles of State Policy with a view to ensugm .
basic human dignity to the bonded labourers and any failure of action” O
the part of the State Government in implementing the provisions of this ﬁqgls A
tion would be the clearest violation of Article 21 apart from Article

he is a bonded labourer unless the employer or the State GgVemmsent T8
a position to prove otherwise by rebutting such presumptlmg; “The State
Government must apply this test throughout its territory for th purpﬂ@e of
ascertammg whether there are any bonded labourers or not andiiif 80 how
large is their number.
Bandhpa Mukti Morcha v. Union of India, (1984
SCC (1L.&S) 389, followed i

The vigilance committees as they exist today are ng e
need to be reorgamsed and actnvated The State @@wemm_ﬁt must include
‘,h ,?5grass roots level
in the vigilance committees constituted under tl’ie A smust give them full
support and cooperation for the purpose of ident fica fon and release of/‘Bbonded
labou.ers.  The State Government must alscé xe r,‘ﬁ' ddifite actlom for Jdeatilica-

;SCC 161 1984

existence of bonded labour at a particular
the district administration goeés to such pla
bonded labour on the basis of the inf

fiéar 1dent1ﬁea_t&m‘_ ari' release of
2 *’~su<:h, _ repr‘esentatwe

of the report made by him s
representative.
An intensive survey of

jtradmonally prone
\_zi"gxlance committees

iﬁcers who are posf"eﬁ; at dlﬂerent levels to
”’1r ndentlﬁcatlon, relcase

deal with the problems "
and rehabilitation shonld® _e 'properly trangi
should be constanti‘chéck “and supervisiofl, oy«
of; securlng 1deniu ﬁ‘caﬁor;, release and rehabilitation of

(Para 5)

e.mhat the Govei‘mnenf_ and the Court must make every
; oure;rs are properly and su:tably reha-

be of no to bended la.bourer,s ter attaining their so-called freedom from
bondage to jaster they are c@.‘méigned to a life of another bondage, namely,
bghdiige to hunger and starvation which deprive them of all basic human
ehgmty Therefore, the State Government must provide rehabilitative assistance
fo the 135 freed bonded labourérs in the present case within one month.
%’Vhat k nd of appropriate rehabilitative assistance should be provided for the
ily ﬁf a particular freed bonded labourer would have to be decided by
thé‘¥ipilance committee and such assistance shall be provided by the State
Giovernment in the presence af a representative of one of the social action
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groups. The Collector/District Magistrate will give sufficient notice to such,,
reprmentative so that he can remain present at the time when rehabilitative
assistance is provided to these 135 freed bonded iabourers. The State Gover
mcent will file an affidavit of a responsible officer stating how and in what mapn
the State administration has provided rehabilitative assistance to them*
which representative of the social action groups was present at the timé whi
such rehabilitative assistance was given.

quantified at Rs 5000.

Per A.N. Sen, J. (supplementing) r
Every law enacted, particularly welfare legxs]atnon for the

achieving the noble object for which such legislation is passed
the law has necessarily to be effected through human agencies.
the duty of the Court to see that the legislative provisions . i
bilitation are properly implemented. Freedom from Bong:
rehabilitation after such freedom would frustrate th
Act, for, in that event the freed labourer in all probabiit
back into bondage again to keep his body and s&ﬁ:ﬁ tdg

tlreﬁ urpose of the
’%l have to slide
ﬁér The orders

Advocates who appeared in this case: o

Kapil Sibal, Senior Advocate (K.K. th
Petitioner ;
R. Bana and A.K. Sanghi, Advocates, for

BHAGWATI, J. (for himse
case which illustrates forcibily,
that it is not enough, merely“t
but it is equally, pgr’ha identification and
release, they must b \réhabﬁitated becaus without rehabilitation, they
despair into serfdom

>’ for4large numbers of ;:unfertunate ill-starred humans
in this counﬁry- atid it would be noth}ﬁg sho#t of cruelty and heartlessness
i ify and xei@ase bonded la’bourgrs merely to throw them at the

- nomic system which denies to
1fe such as food shelter and

the disastrous effect of corroding the soul and sapping the
#ibre of a human belrig by robbing him of all basic human
ignity:f and destroying in him the higher values and the finer
,p@ﬁbﬂmes which go to make up this wonderful creation of God
pon earth, namely, man. It does not mean mere inability to buy
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the basic necessities of life but it goes much deeper ; it depnves a
man of all opportunities of education and advancement and 1ncreases
a thousand fold his vulnerablhty to misfortunes which come to,
all too often and which he is not able to withstand on accoqnt »o’f ‘
lack of social and material resources. We, who have not experienc
poverty and hunger, want and destitution, talk platltudlnously of fr @

‘identification’ and ‘release’ to bonded labourers if after gy ‘imng thelr
so-called freedom from bondage to a master they are c .
life of another bondage, namely, bondage to hunger and
where they have nothing to hope for — not eve
for — and they do not know whether they Wal :
even a morsel of food to fill the hungry stomaél@,s ofitheir starving
children. What would they prize more : freedo and liberty with
hunger and destitution staring them in the face or’some food to satisfy
their hunger and the hunger of their near;an éa:r ones, evenwgclt the
cost of freedom and liberty ? The answey is obvious. It s “there-
fore imperative that neither the Gove nigntinor the Court s}goul& be
content with merely securing 1dept1ﬁ* tion ‘and release” ¢
labourers but every effort must be lnad by tflem to seg.k

tion and release.

2. This issue of rehabilif:
squarely in the present writ peti
a letter dated September .2

unfry’ This letter was
it petition butj)fapr tf?;" sake of completeness,
ssued. t6 the respgpd L,

was ‘ accede to the request of
titioner, filed a regular writ
Jt 1s that writ petltlon wh‘ch

of Statesman a leadmg newspaper in the
directed to be treated 4 a
before notice was
learned advocatei_‘

hat about 135 beg ded bogrers who were working in the
stone quarries m Faridabad“had Been released from bondage by an

they were ‘fotind to be bomded labourers within the meamng of the
jBonded Labour System (Abglition) Act, 1976 and on release, they
‘had been brought back to their respective v111ages in Bilaspur District
f the:State of Madhya Pradesh with a promise of rehabilitation by
4 tief Minister of that State. But, said the petitioner, when she
visitéd three villages, namely, Kunda, Pandharia and Bhairavpura in
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Mungeli Taluk of Bilaspur District in September, 1982 with a view
to ascertaining whether or not the process of rehabilitation as promised
by the Chief Minister had commenced, she found that most of t
released bonded labourers who belonged to these three villages ha'
not yet been rehabilitated though about six months had passed®
their release and they were living almost on the verge of starv
It may be pointed out that out of 135 released bonded ;

from village Kunda. It is also significant to note
released bonded labourers from these three village
Scheuuled Castes

hardship and near-starvation in the absence o
assistance prowded by the State Governmentt :

Bhairavpura discloses a dlstressmg state o a' i Wthh sh@ﬁws how
utterly callous and indifferent can the i
the State Government be towards, ,the
labourers despite assurance of rehabllﬁéat Chiet]
It seems that once these freed bonded bourers w br@mght back
to their villages, the administration of thé State Gos ment thought
they had discharged their duty gﬁ ;;:then they conveme tlyu.;,,[__

nate’ bunianity. The fate
their repatriation

to their respective villages 5P
to bonded labourers in oﬂi\el

rehabilitation pro
they go back to 4

J:aesult that from slavery
'."f'wﬁ tswhen the petitioner inter-

1 smne t;uames fo,g‘ worH_fhén starve and added :
might hgve been killed there But wg are also dying here”. It is
mterestﬂgg to ﬁnd that 4 .6 the information gathered by

owned b y Samamls while n
petthonel pointed out in the?
‘bonded labourers owned land:

they own less than 50 per cent. The
it petition that some of these released
‘at one time but they had lost it to the

%Sahul\arﬁ, that is, the money- -lenders and some of them had pledged
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and wood which they would sell and they had to walk 10 kms. carry-*%
ing head 16ads weighing 20 kgs. and more which would fetch them .
upto Rs 10 to Rs 15, though, if they were caught by the forest guards
of policemen in this process, they would have to part with three .
four days’ earnings. The petitioner said that there were vari
schemes of the Government for the purpose of providing rehabili
tion assistance to freed bonded labourers and there were algo t
Integrated Rural Development Plan and the 20-Point’” Ecoiom
Programme but “the benefits had been cornered by thosg with po

influence and the well-to-do in the villages”. The petitiinet

the writ petition that it was the obligation of the State
to ensure rehabilitation of freed bonded labourers under the v
of the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976 and its failure
to provide such rehabilitation assistance amountéd:to "iﬂﬁ;plation of the
fundamental right of the freed bonded labourers und:igr Article 21
of the Constitution. The petitioner therefore prayedifor a direction to
the State Government to take steps for thg egongmmic and social reha-
bilitation of the freed bonded labourers whp ¥
of the order made by this Court in .the
and who were residing in various vi ;

3. When this writ petition caﬁé@p or pi'héliminary_,zheani}: “before
the Court, notice was issued to the Government” i
Government was directed to “inform the” Court at i
of the writ petition as to whether they have framid
schemes for rehabilitation of bondé
committees have been constituté
any and if so what step; beéen takép
rehabilitating 135 workers whg were release
this Court in the fjrst week of "March, 19§
in the three villages; namely, Kunda, Pa
Mungeli Taluk of Bilaspi, District”.
by the Court, thei$:
G.R. Mahajan, Asstt;, 1Higsiof
what stepshad béen taken and wgre bding taken by the State Govern-
ment forjidentificition, release afid relinbilitation of bonded Iabourers.

;being taken for
_the order made by
; who are now living
nidharjs: and Bhairavpura in
Sant to this direction given

The State Govérnmient pginted dut that “very often vested interests
veil sucé‘,_'g sfully;the status ?f% qé“ﬁ ‘labourers and thus obstruct the

process of:identification, t trers themselves are not educated
enpugh to come forward and lodge a complaint : they appear to be
seconciled themselves to their, fate” and that is why there is a wide
tgap bétween legal discharge “of bonded labourers and their factual
liberatisn. The State Government observed that all District Magistrates
it thei'State were conferred powers under Section 10 of the Act and

e

wers of Judicial Magistrate First Class for the trial of offences under
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Secticn 21 of the Act were also conferred on all District Magistrates
and Sub-Divisional Magistrates and repeated instructions were issued
tc the District Magistrates tc identify bonded labourers. The Sgat
Government alse pointed out that vigilance committees had ,»-b cen
constituted by it in all the 44 districts of the State as requiré
Secticn 13 of the Act. The State Government also set out the
position of the vigilance committee for the Bilaspur District as also of
the vigilance committees for the sub-divisions of Bilaspir, Iépg]ut,
Katghora, Sakti and Mungeli. These vigilance committges, aeeoi"’;-"“”’"
to the particulars given by the State Government, included
Government nominees, but the performance of these vi 1 2
mittees appeared to be rather dismal, because on the adn 'gsmn of
the Siate Government itself the number of bonded labourers ﬁentrﬁed
freed and rehabilitated in the whole of the Stét odld not but be
regarded as ridiculously low. The figures given b‘ the \State Govern-
ment in the affidavit of G.R. Mahajan showed that in:all’ 1531 bonded
labourers were identified in the year 1978,.'75%in"the year 1980,
57 in the year 1981 and 114 in the yeat, 19
to these freed bended labourers, the Sta
position to state definitely that they s

were all freed in the course of four yeafé leaving G
labourers in the State. It is sighificant to note that a part from the
present writ petition, several othga* gases have cgmg afore thrs Court
from Madhya Pradesh by way o public Intete i

by social action groups eno igedidin the tas*k. ‘
and rehabilitation ofsbonded Tfabourers an
missioners, appomtegl bry this Court in some of t]
shown that there is ‘ :

?c]early indicative of the
administration in securing

State. Pﬁ

ha l_;e State Government is not wﬂllng
yided” labour within its territory lest it
I figtit affect its image and eover the officers of the State adminis-
ration seem to be taking th “view that unless a workman is able to
show timlt he is forced to prov1de labour to the employer in con-
i eratlén of an advance or for any other economic consideration
rehﬁ,wed by him, he cannot be regarded as a bonded labourer within
the meaning of the definition of that term in the Bonded Labour

to admit the;#xistence of
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System (Abolition) Act, 1956. But, having regard to the decision ™
of this Court in Bandhua Mukti Morcha v. Union of India*, it is
clear that this view on which the officers of the State administrati

seem to be relying for the purpose of disputing the existence pf
bonded labour is erroneous. We have pointed out in our judg e
in Bandhua Mukti Morcha case* that :

SUPREME COURT CASES (1984) 3 SCC

It would be cruel to insist that a bonded labourdr in'orde
to derive the benefits of this social welfare legisldtion, shoul
have to go through a formal process of trial with the normal
procedure- for recording of evidence. That would'ibe a ghtally
futile process because it is obvious that a bonded labourer can
never stand up to the rigidity and formalism of the legd} process
due to his poverty, illiteracy and social gand*%
wardness amd if such a procedure were req
the State Government might as well o
the statute book. It is now statistically &
bonded labourers are members of Schigdul
Tribes or other backward classes ary course of fiman
affairs would show, indeed judiéial notice “can besnt
that there would be no occasion foré
a situation where he is reqitired
no wage or for nominal wagé;
advance or other economic considérdtion from the
under the pretext of not haying returned such
economic consideration, hé 1 required to re
employer or is deprived’ of
the right to move freely “wh
ever it is shown tha '- er is mad
the Court would'raise, a presumption th required to do so
in consideratién i, advance or other economic consideration
sonded labourer. This pre-
r and also by the State
§ aut-“unless and until satisfactory
roduced for rebiting this presumption, the Court
n the basis tﬁat the abourer is a bonded labourer
*benefit of the pravisions of the Act. The State
: tted to repudiate its obligation to
litate the bonded labourers on the
‘oncerned labourers may be providing
forced labour, the State: Government does not owe any obliga-
tion to them unless and“until they show in an appropriate legal
proceeding conducted according to the rules of adversary system
of justice, that they are bonded labourers.

d t"fg; be followed,
this Act from

Hed that most of
astes and Scheduled

niployment or of
Herefore, when-
e forced labour,

Hif !_fﬁ'iease and “fehs
plea “#haf though the’

. (1984) 3 SCC 161: 1984 SCC (L&S) 389
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This is the test which has to be applied for the purpose of determining
whether a workman is a bonded labourer or not and we would there-
fore direct the State Government to apply this test throughout, i
territory for the purpose of ascertaining whether there are any bonded
labourers or not and if so how large is their number. ;
is found that any workman is forced to provide labour for no repy ]
ration or nominal remuneration, the presumption would be tiaat
is a bonded labourer unless the employer or the State Gqﬁrem nent

in a position to prove otherwise by rebutting such presuy 5'

4. The State Government also pointed out in the
G.R. Mahajan that instructions had been issued to all the
and Commissioners to give widest poss1ble pubhclty_:

tion, release and rehabilitation of bonded la;lao ;
panchayats in the State were also asked ;fo ¢
Government in this behalf. The State Go
affidavit that it had also announced
give information about the existence

#Rs 25 to thme who
labour. It i$
ab@m‘ can be disé
the evil of bonded labour can bé: wiped out by relézm
he Leg1sla ¢ Asse
: mr help must
certainly be sought and take;;lg issiorte} am;l Collectors
have multifarious duties to :
help in eradication of the vi
sure they are, they woul

mpathy with the explo1t1ng
sindifferent to the misery and
& the task of 1dent1ﬁcatlon

_ ' So also the members
of the L& 1slat1v§ A&semblyz_‘ thouglg exﬁj;emely sincere and well meaning
and havimg the welfare ofithe, poog. gt heart, would, barrmg perhaps

\_carry out any enquiry or investiga-

panchayats also, dominated as they sometimes are, by vested
iinterests and havmg regard t&: their mode of functlomng, may not be
ery eﬁ’.ﬁ ctive in this task. What is really necessary is to involve
cial a(.tlon groups operating at the grass roots level in the task
ofiidentification and releasc of bonded labourers. We do not think
rauch useful purpose will be served by asking petty officials of the
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Revenue Department to go from house to house with a view to.
ascertaining whether there are any bonded labourers or not. We
had some time back a case before us where pursuantyto a du'ectloﬂ T
given by the Collector as a result of an order made—by this Coﬁx:t‘
the tehsidar went to the villages in question and sitting on & af
with the landlords by his side, he started enquiring of the labg ”
whether they were bonded or not and when the labourers,, obxgiousiy_ K4
inhibited and terrified by the presence of the landlords, said that the'y
were not bonded but they were working freely and v@iuntarll ke
made a report to the Collector that there were no bond@d Ebourers
It is only through social action groups working amongst t r

we snall be able to dlscover the existence of bonded

in our country a large number of such dedlcated s@mﬁl e ion groups —
young men and women inspired by idealism and ma; ved bs_y a pass1onate

and burnmg zeal to help thelr fellow bemgs

and their actions may be marked hy
alone will be able to deliver the good h
State Government should start taking the1r'“’ass1stance ¥ £ :
at them askance and distrustings _them The vestéi‘;i 1n~€erests would

undoubtedly be against such s'ocuﬁ&

LFI'Ces at the1r disposal
ssgults but the State

jant and capable of ﬁghtmg
# We would therefore direct
ing. the vigilance committee for
e %gﬂaince committees of the various

District Bilaspur.

) Shri Chandran, “Lahar”, Near Korba, Bhainsa Munda,
District Bilaspur.
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(3) Shri J.R. Sachdev, Prayog Samaj Sevi Sanstha, P.O. Tilda,:
Neora, District Raipur-493114, Madhya Pradesh.

We expect the State Government to carry out this direction wx{.hl
one month from today. We would also direct the State Govemm@nt
to take immediate action for identification and release of bg de

labourers, whenever any representative of these social action ggi
whether on the vigilance committee or not, points ogut %
(,ollector/ District Magistrate or the Deputy Collector h:

officer of the district administration goes to such place for "identiﬁca-
tion and release of bonded Iabour on the basis of the" :{nfommtton
given by such representative of the social action group, he“sh

such representative w1th h1m and a copy of the rqpa;t_ made by h1m

ment to mclude in the v1g11ance c
other social action groups which the;
fit, having regard to the nature an&",#gu ty
at the grass roots level amongst the “haye

5. It appears that a review of th
Government for the purpose oﬁ ddentification, release
of bonded labourers was unéer@a‘kgn in April

ndirehabilitation
and a detailed
“Bastar, Raigarh
and Jabalpur. The Iearn:
Government has filed: a +
of this review am;l thi

; ummary f*‘anl«tjﬁiy nd VboIdIy exposes the
¢, administration i}, regdfd to the implementa-
' é?@ase and rehabilitation of
. nggestlons and recom-

carried mut by,nthé« State Governmenﬁ and the entire machmery for
1dent1ﬁc$§t10n re}ease and#rél %a’gj;éin of bonded labourers will be
streamhnw in #he light oflf these. suggestions and recommendations.
We do n6t:think that it would’ be right for us to discuss these

“the district and sub-divisional level vigilance committees
ould be reorganised and activated and their meetings should be more
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frequent than now”. This suggestion or recommendation clearly
supports what we have said in the preceding paragraphs of this
judgment, namely, that the vigilance committees as they exist todaj
arc not eflective and they nced to be reorganised and activated. ‘We
have no doubt that the d1rect10n given by us to include represent' ive

of bonded labour including their identification, release apﬁ reha 11 :
tion should be properly trained and sensitised so that = ' _feel
a sense of involvement w1th the mlsery and suﬂermg

rgéi‘ of identifica-
‘ hquld be made

bonded labour. Every officer who is placed in *
tion, reledfe and rehabilitatjon of bonded lab

L

that there should be constant check a
of the officers charged with the task of
and rehabilitation of bonded laboufags

1nsp1red by idealism with their enthiisiasm und',
untrammelled and hearts unpqlm&ted by all kinds#io

may become exemplar’y qup 4
of conclusions and z}'ec it ndaﬁons in par;ig ph
intensive survey of t ; di
system of debt bond

endamms set out in paragraphs 9 to 17 of the summary of con-
chiy ;Q;}E and recommendatlons We have no doubt that if these
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by the State Government, it would go a long way towards rehabilita-;,
tion of the released bonded labourers. We have plenty of good schemes
in our country but the real difficulty lies in securing their proper am
effective implementation. The evaluation of the 1mp1ementat10ﬁ of:
these schemes must be target-oriented and not expenditure-orignt
What is necessary is that the benefits of the expenditure must
the masses and particularly the lowest amongst the low and the vdé'ea ‘
among the weak, because they constitute the target groups, bugh‘f;. to b
benefited and if the benefits do not reach them, it i ‘lfutﬂa . fOF: ar
government to say that it has expended such larg
would therefore urge upon the State Government to immi 2
up the implementation of the suggestions and recormnend‘as"‘
by the survey team in its report and inform the Court by an’
to be filed by a responsible officer on or bef@ Jily 31, 1984 as
to what concrete steps have been taken towar S 1mp%mentat1on of
these suggestions and recommendations and how.4nanj snded labourers
have been identified and freed and how m iy of “them have been

filed in thc:qe procaedmgs tﬁat the larg
labourers released; as:.a “te sult’ of the order
the first week of March;, 1982 have not yet bee
more than 18 mont . («W@ mlaﬂer how these outcastes
of humanity, foy j
government, mﬁ;st existence : how they must
be feedmg”fhg fungry ri¢hildren and how they must
be covermp the ‘$hame of thei:r w1§§zes These unfortunate human
beings f@r whoﬁii life is a §& unmkas:mg rigel with no resources except
7 iorlq_m hope, \_,h' f;m_pot even cry for help because they
; _,1 e wilderness which no one will hear and
whés drag on their earthly existence in the hope that one day death
ill relieve them from th«.rr misery and suffering, today ask the
Leglslaiure the Executlve and the Judlclary, “What have you done
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our eyes the emaciated bodies of our children with hollow cheeks,;
sunken eyes and shrivelled bodies withering away and dying?
We would therefore direct the State Government to provide reh& v
bilitative assistance to these 135 freed bonded labourers within’ J*oneu__
month from today. They have waited too long ; they cannot wéit dny
Jongei. What kind of rehabilitative assistance should be provided an
what would be appropriate for the family of a particular freed b onded

labourer would have to be decided by the vigilance commlttﬁf and

groups to which we have specifically referred in the eatl
this judgment. The Collector/District Magistrate, Bilaspug, wi
sufficient notice to such representative so that he can rem
at the time when rehabilitative assistance is pios ded, to these 135
freed bonded labourers. The State Government'ill ﬁle an affidavit
of a responsible officer stating how and in w{:“;

administration has prov1dcd rehablhtanve @ssts ance,

was present at the time when such re}aabll '\f
Such affidavit shall be filed on or b

Government pursuant to the directions i

The State Government will pay, to the petltloner'
petition quantified at Rs 50Q0. We must in the:
deep gratitude to Mr Govind
of social commitment an
of the petiticner and as_

-]
Q-A-

fuexpress our
Biy, with a sense

=] have had the benefit
er Bhagwati, J. The
my Iearned brother.
-the directions given and
wish to make my own

,u.-:9h‘ had passed appropriate legislation to do away with this system.
The Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act, 1976, abolishing bonded
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labour . system and making various other provisions including pro-.
visions for the rehabilitation of bonded labourers was enacted. It is
indeed sad and unfortunate that though this piece of welfare legisla ™
tion was passed years ago, no proper steps were being taken’* for«.
1mplementat10n of the same. Vanous social organisation§’, a _d

downtrodden had brought to the notice of the Court the plt;abIQ pligh
in very many parts of our country of the bonded labourers whip_wefi
being exploited and held in bondage notwithstanding thc passfﬁ &
the Bonded Labour System (Abolition) Act 1976. thaiﬁle actlon

Constitution in all appropriate cases. Action take
the effect of creating an awareness not only‘ ; :
sufferers but had also helped to an extent in rem E;xg the mcrtla

steps for 1mnlementat10n of the provisions o tm erﬁlﬁently beneficial
social welfdre legislation, either on the b f i

' dlv the legi
step in the right dlrectlon What is réally imporg
law enacted, particularly weLﬁa;ge_ legislation for-
weaker section of the people, mq

for achlevmc the noble ob] :

1 ‘ z;bour System (Abolition)
Act, 1976 nlus§'r~éb ‘mp’lemented g_ﬂ“ec ei and properly in terms of
the provis *""‘1; of, the’ Act, if Ehe de S

i

osé” and may even create a very real
e labourer so set free and accordingly
ithe leglslatlon made suitable; provision for the rehabilitation of the
bonded; labourer. If any bonded labourer is only freed from his
‘bondagg and js set at liberty, he will in all probability have to slide
Baak_,;fnto bondage again to keep his body and soul together. Freedom
grom bondage without effective rehabilitation after such freedom will
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indeed be of no consequence and in the absence of proper arrange-;
ment for such rehabilitation being made, the entire purpose of th
Act will be frustrated and the vice of the bonded labour system 5
which the Legislature thought it fit to abolish in the larger interest::
not only of our country, but also of humanity as a whole will contirt
to perpetuate its ev11 existence. 5

based on personal knowledge is with regard to non- 1mplerﬁenta g@n of
the legislative provisions made for the rehabilitation gf th:&‘ bond“ed
labourers after they had been freed. A sad and woeful tal
in the writ petition about the plight of the bonded I
free pursuant to the orders of this Court for not takinj
measures enjoined by law for their rehabilitation,, It becomes the duty
of the Court to see that the legislative prov1s1on§ gar ing their reha-
bilitation are properly nnplemented and these }’&gor *«and mlserable
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